BAHNAR PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM 



3 either monosyl- 1 
consist of a stresiB 
stressed *>presylla< 



Phonological Words 

In Bahnar phonological words are 
labic or bisyllabic. Bisyllabic words 

ed "main syllable" preceded by an unstressed "presyUa 
ble". Monosyllabic words consist of a (usually) stresse 1 
"main syllable". ' *, , 

Distribution of Phonemes 

The consonant-vowel pattern for the main syllable 
is as follows (parentheses indicate optional elements, 
slash'is to be read as "or"» and l_ indicates glottal): 

^ ('/h)Ci(Cx)(y/w)V(Cf) .; : . 

C. (initial consonant) represents any consonant in the 
following chart. 





Bilabial 


Alveolar 


Alveo- 
palatal 


Velair 


Glottal 


Stop 


vl 
vd 
nasal 


P 
b 

m 


t 
d 
n , 


ch 

J 
nh 


k 

g 
ng 


#* 


Contin- 
uant 


vl 
vd 


w 


s 
1 r 


y 




h 



* [V 

Chart: Initial consonant. Cj 



C^ (consonant cluster 'modifier) represents -h' (for aspir- 
ated cohsohant' clusters), -L, and -r. Consonant cluster 
formationis which' have been observed before the main syl- 
lable vowel are as shown In the chart on the next page. 



Cj and 2-unit clusters 


3 -unit 
clusteris 


i 


h » C. h 1 r i /yj u /WJ 




p ph pi pr pi pu 


phi, pli, 
plu 




t th tr tu 


thu, tru 




ch chh chr chu 


chru 




k kh kl kr ki ku 


khi, khu, 




* 


klu 




'b b bl br bi bu 


'bl. 'br, 
'bi, bru 




d d dr du 


du, dru 




'j j jr ju 


'jr, »ju 




g gl gr gi gu 






hm 'm m rril mr mu 


hmr, *mi 
'mr 


1 


hn *n n nu 


' 




hnh 'nh nh nhr nhu 


'nhr, »nhii 




hng »ng ng ngl ngi ngu 


»ngl, »ngr 
»ngi, 'ngu 




; s sr su 






h hi hu 






o/u* w 






hi 4 1 li lu 


hlu 




hr r ru 


■ ", ' 


' 


i** y yu 






* r^w7 






** Py.7 






Chart: Consonant cluster, ('/h)Ci(Cx)(y/w) 


> - - ■' 




Any vowel in the following charts may 


occur in 




the vowel position of the main syllable, Un] 


.ike neig^- 




boring North Bahnaric languages which have 


register 




vii 







and. length contrasts in the vowels (e. g. Rengao, Ha- 
lang, Jeh), Bahnar has only length contrast. The dic- 
tionary includes three instances of o and one of U 
which, for their infrequency and likely borrowed origin, 
dialect variation, or onomatopoeia, are not included in 
the short vowel chart. 



i £i:.7 M R:J 


■ u fu-J 


e fe-J d [9-.:/ 


8 CoJ 


e Z£:7 a /kj 


o fo-J 


Chart: Long vowel 


r fij 


ts Zu; 


5 Co? 




s fej 5 z-aj 


5 £^J 



Chart: Short vowel 

C£ (final consonant) represents any consonant in the 
following chart. 





Bilabial 


Alveolar 


Alveo- 
palatal 


Velar 


Unartic- 
ulated 


Stops 


-P 


-t 


-ch 


-k 




Nasals 


~m 


-n 


-nh 


-ng 




Vocolds 


-u/-o *1 




-y/-i *2 






Aspirates 






-ih *3 




-h 


Liquids 




-1, -r 








Glottals 






-r *4 




.- *5 



*i M 



Chart: Final consonant, C£ 



*2 [yj 
*3 ZyhJ 
*4 fyV 



*5 PJ 



Cooccurrence Restrictions of - VCf 

1. Vowel length restrictions: 

There is no contrast in vowel length before -h, 
-ih [yhj 9 glottal, or -r Cy'^J though the vowel tends to 
be short before these phonemes. 

2. Restrictions because of close proximity in phonetic 
articulation: 

a. ^ /t7 is the only front vowel occurring before 

-i ^y-7. 

b. No front vowels occur before -X [y*^] or - ih 
CyhJ. 

c. _i [i\] does not occur before - nh . 

^' I.* J.' £ (long vowels) do not occur before -ch, 
e. S r^J is the only back vowel occurring before 
-^u /wj. 

However in personal nannes (indigenous words) the 
only cooccurrence restrictions in section 2 above that 
apply are those in subsections b. and e. 

3. Restrictions with U /i:7: 

U does not occur before -ng, -nh, ~t_, -u /wJ, or 
-t^ [y'^J , Personal nannes do not have these restrictions. 



Presyllable 

The basic presyllable has the form Cpj^/a, C 
(presyllable consonant) represents the following conson- 
ants: £, t^, ch, k, ^, b, d, j^, g^, m, s^, h and £, Re- 
duplicative presyllables nnay have as Cp any of the other 
C| consonants, though only as a reduplication of the C^ 
of the main syllable. Consonant clusters nnay also occur 
in the reduplicative presyllable though usually any conson- 
ant after the C- is dropped in the presyllable (e. g, 
'mtd'mrdk 'tickling sensation'). In sonne cases however 
the full cluster is kept (as, for example, in dr5ng 'to 
answer', drSng-drdn g^, dodrdn g, drc5dr5ng 'to answer and 
then do something else immediately'). Presyllables hav- 
ing voiced stops do not cooccur with main syllables hav- 
ing voiceless stops. 



The presyllable vowel is d except after glottal 
stop where a occurs in pronounced speech but may 
change to C in normal speech {e.g. aseh Z'^aschJ* 
C^oschJ ^horseM. There is no length contrast in the 
presyllable vowels. 



Tu-Sach Ngon-Ng5 
Dan-T9C Thilu-So Vift-Nam 

Cu5n 20 
Phan 1 
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